
St. Joseph Wetland Committee 
Minutes from April 25, 2013 

St. Joseph Village Hall 2:30 p.m. 
 
Present: 
Jim Capel 
Dan Duitsman 
Tami Fruhling-Vogas 

Bruce Hannon 
Kenneth Kesler   
Jonathon Manuel 

Bruce Stikkers 

 
Old Business: 
1. Parking lot design 

Berns Clancy & Associates is willing to do a more detailed design for parking area of the 
education center.  Once the design is complete, IDNR must approve and then bids can be 
obtained for construction.  After discussion, Dan Duitsman made a motion for staff to meet 
with Berns to provide them with the following list of information, concerns and needs: 

a. Goal is to design Education Center that is both functional and educational  
b. Need to keep vehicles and foot traffic on top of parking lot. A limited number of 

posts are acceptable; the group is open to other suggestions or ways to 
accomplish this.   

c. Incorporate ideas that require less maintenance.   
d. Site has an excess of dirt; can this be incorporated into design (berm replacing 

posts to keep vehicles and people from going down into the wetland? 
e. Please include bio retention areas for educational value. 
f. Please include room for the already constructed seating benches.   
g. Please include an informational or kiosk center with roof.   
h. Ideas on short, sign displays around perimeter to provide information on what 

people will be looking out over.  
i. A need for a permanent display (granite, rock, etc) to recognize donors. Homer 

Lake has an interesting display of leaves with donor names on it for new natural 
play area. 

 
Motion carried.  Bruce will meet with them as soon as possible 

 
2. Fund Raising – A few donations have been received. Chairman Capel has been working with 

staff on a mailing to solicit donations.  Some additional potential donors were identified to 
send letters to.  In the future, a sub-committee may be named to help with an event to raise 
funds. A follow-up contact with Katie Blakeman will be made to determine her role. 

 
3. Bird Houses – The owl house is up.  An Eagle Scout project involving the construction of bat 

houses is moving ahead. The Scouts have approved the project and IDNR is assisting with 
bat house design and placement.  

 



4. There is a possibility two additional Boy Scouts will be interested in Eagle Scout projects 
involving the wetland.  

 
5. Multiple sightings of a bobcat were made. 
 
6. Purple Martin houses need to be regularly cleaned to keep other birds out and the area 

beneath the houses needs to be mowed to encourage nesting.  
 
7. Dan Olson has been contacted about the possibility of the new bike trail connecting with 

the wetland.  He expressed the Champaign County Forest Preserve District is interested in 
making that part of the trail. 

 
8. Future Meeting Dates – The next meeting will be scheduled for the week of August 2nd, 

Urbana Gardens would be a good choice and they have a separate meeting room that could 
be used.   

 
New Business:  
1. Sara Livesay is out of town and could not attend, but is hoped she will continue to do the 

maintenance on the bird and duck houses. 
 

2. A maintenance plan for spraying and cutting trees is being developed that will include the 
rental of skid steer for mowing and spraying.   
 

3. A clean-up event may be needed and the SJ-O High School or FFA would be willing to help if 
the district supplied bags and supplies. 

 
4. Ideas for the future – will need some rules and regulations.  Utilize a website to post 

information.  Use a camera for streaming video (flood, birds) through the website.  Mailing 
to all schools on what’s available and the rules for using the site.   

 
 
Minutes taken and revised by Renee Weitekamp and Bruce Stikkers 


